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This course assumes that you have taken Arab-Israeli Conflict I.  If you have not taken Arab-Israeli Conflict I, you should read the entire text of Charles D. Smith, Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict and watch the PBS documenetary film, The Fifty Years War (290 minutes).
This course takes off from the first Arab-Israeli Conflict course, which presented students with varying academic analyses of issues within the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  Students in that class learned to read for the argument in each reading, and, over time, learned to analyze the argument in terms of the evidence presented.  Students were expected to read these studies and to present the studies’ arguments on their own terms, without reference to the student’s own feelings on the matter.

Arab-Israeli Conflict, Part II takes a new step in studying the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  In this class, we will analyze ideological approaches to the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  We will study moderate approaches that take a clear ideological stance, and we will study some of the extremes in ideological approaches to the conflict.  Some scholars who you may have thought of as extreme or ideological – such as Rashid Khalidi or Alan Dershowitz – will begin to look quite moderate in the face of some of the truly ideological perspectives still being expressed today as part of the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  

In this class, you will be expected to approach these readings in an analytical manner.  You do not have to believe the approaches presented in these readings.  But you do have to be able to talk about them and report what the approach of the reading is, what the argument is, and what type of evidence is being offered in service of the argument.  We will analyze these readings on a daily basis.  You will have to read every day for this course.  Participation is an important part of the grade.
Through the course of the semester, we will work on developing the skills to compare and contrast the evidence with the argument.  If you have not done this type of analysis before, you will have the opportunity to build those skills in this class.
Read Carefully Before Taking the Course
The course is focused on analysis.  It involves daily exercises to develop your analytical reading, writing, and speaking skills.  These exercises require that each student complete all of the readings prior to class and come to class able to discuss them in detail.  You will be asked to explain the central argument of the reading for that day – on its own terms – evidence that is used to support the argument, and we will discuss the fit between the two.  Students are required to talk about the readings on their own terms, regardless of a students personal opinions on the topic.  

This is not a course for general political discussions.  It is a course the entirety of which is centered on analyzing readings.  Each student will be required to do all of these readings and comment about them on their own terms, through the type of political analysis we will be practicing daily in class.

Some of the readings in this class will be difficult for some students, due to their extremely ideological nature.  The course will include anti-Semitic tomes, anti-Arab writings, and other incendiary pieces that are inherently disturbing in nature.  The point of addressing these readings is (1) to learn to analyze them using standard skills of political analysis; and (2) to gain a knowledge of the types of ideological perspectives still being expressed in the political world regarding the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  Understanding these perspectives is helpful in gaining a realistic sense of the political spectrum in the conflict, who is truly extreme, who is relatively moderate, etc.  This exercise may help in developing a sense of what some possible middle ground may be.
If this is not an exercise you are willing to engage in, you should drop this class.

Grade Distribution
15% Participation: presentations, debates, in-class assignments

25% Abstracts (seven); possible pop quizzes
25% Exam I
35% Exam II

Explanation of Assignments
Participation
Your participation grade is based upon your active participation in class discussions; demonstration of having read the readings assigned for each day; and presentations to the class, which may be as individuals or study groups.  Because you cannot participate if you are not in class, attendance is important.  Each class missed over three absences will take 3 points off your final grade.

Abstracts
Each student will submit seven typed, double-spaced abstract of 5-7 sentences.  One abstract is due every other week until seven abstracts have been completed.  You may turn in an abstract on either day of class.  Abstracts are due on the day for which the reading is assigned and must be turned in at the beginning of class.  Abstracts should explain, in the space allotted, the central argument of the reading through three major pieces of evidence offered by the author.  You can turn in one abstract per class session.


Pop Quizzes

If it is clear from discussions that the class is reading the assigned readings for each class, there will be no pop quizzes.  If it is apparent to me that people are not reading, you will have up to five pop quizzes.  Quizzes may be in the form of identification, multiple-choice, short essays, or abstracts.  If there are pop quizzes, they will contribute to your abstract grade.
Exams
There will be two exams in the course.  Exams will be conducted in class and will have some combination of multiple-choice, true/false, and identification questions; exams may have a take-home essay component as well.

Policy on Late Assignments, Missed Pop Quizzes, Absences
Late assignments are not accepted.  Pop quizzes cannot be made up.  Exams cannot be made up.


If you must miss class for a truly extraordinary reason, you must let me know in advance and I will let you know if it will be possible to arrange to make up for any lost work.  In all cases, you should email me to let me know if you have to miss class for a truly extraordinary reason before you miss class.  With approval, such absences will not count against your three allowed absences.  However, I caution you to make sure not to abuse this policy; a flood of unwarranted absence excuses will hurt the class as a whole, as I may be forced to change the policy.
Swine Flu

If you believe that you have contracted the Swine Flu, please stay home from class.  Please contact me as soon as possible to let me know the reason that you are missing class, and please see the Infirmary or a doctor regarding your case.  In this case, we will be able to make up assignments, but you must contact me immediately to make these arrangements.    If a number of people are missing class, I may assign study groups of those students affected to work outside of class on readings as part of your makeup work.  This will be a required component if assigned.

Texts:
1. Rashid Khalidi, The Iron Cage. Beason Press, 2007

2. Alan Dershowitz, The Case for Israel. Wiley Press, 2004

3. Ilan Pappe, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine. One World press, 2007

4. Ashahed M. Muhammad, The Synagogue of Satan. TEI Press, 2005.

5. Andrew Carrington Hitchcock, The Synagogue of Satan. Rivercrest Press, 2007.
2. Reader

The readings are available through textbook adoptions and should be available at bookstores around town.  If for any reason you cannot find them locally, you are responsible to have them in class: there are many on-line bookstores that can deliver them to you within a day or two.  Please note that it is solely your responsibility to have your text in class.
READING SCHEDULE

I. Origins of the Conflict and the 1948 War
Week I

August 25
Introductions
August 27
Dershowitz, Introduction and Chapter 1
Week II

September 1
Pappe, Chapter 1
September 3
Khalidi, Chapter 1

Dershowitz chapter 3
Week III

September 8
Khalidi, Chapter 2
September 10
Dershowitz, Chapter 4


Pappe, Chapter 2

Week IV

September 15
Khalidi, Chapter 3
September 17
Dershowitz, Chapter 5, 6, 7
Week V

September 22
Pappe, Chapter 3

September 24 
Dershowitz, Chapter 8



Khalidi, Chapter 4
Week VI
September 29
Pappe, Chapter 4
October 1
Dershowitz, Chapters 11 and 12
Week VII
October 6
“1948” from Homeland
Take-home essays for Exam I will be distributed today; they will be due in class with the in-class portion of the exam on October 6th.  You may not consult with anyone or any external sources in developing your essays. If you consult with another person regarding the essays, you will fail the exam.  Please pay special attention to formatting requirements and length requirements of the essay assignment.
October 8
Tom Seveg, “Dividing the Spoils” from 1949: The First Israelis


Chaim Herzog, Chapter 1, “Confrontation in Palestine” in The Arab-Israeli Wars
Week VIII
October 13
 Exam I – in class portion will be conducted in class; take home essay due to be turned in today

II. Social Critique from Across the Political and Religious Spectrum

From Religious Extremes 

October 15
Meir Kahane, Chapter 14, “A Jewish State” from Uncomfortable Questions for Comfortable Jews
Week IX
October 20
Meir Kahane, Chapter 3, “The Bulldozers of Hate” in Uncomfortable Questions for Comfortable Jews 
October 22
Sayyid 
Qutb, Chapter 1, “Religion and Society in Christianity and Islam” in Social Justice in Islam
Yvonne Y. Haddad, “Sayyid Qutb: Ideologye of Islamic Revival” in Voices of Resurgent Islam

Feminist Critiques

Week X

October 27
Nabila Espanioly, “Palestinian Women in Israel: Identity in Light of the Occupation” in Tamar Mayer, ed., Women and the Israeli Occupation
October 29
 Tamar Mayer, “From Zero to Hero: Masculinity in Jewish Nationalism” in Esther Fuchs, ed., Israeli Women’s Studies

Leslie Hazleton, “The Sword and the Ploughshare” in Israeli Women: Reality Behind the Myths
Islamist Perspectives
Week XI
November 3
Ismail R. al Faruqi, “Islam and Zionism” in John Esposito, ed., Voices of Resurgent Islam
November 5
Hasan al-Turabi, “The Islamic State” in John Esposito, ed., Voices of Resurgent Islam
J. Voll, “Relations Among Islamist Groups” in John Esposito, ed., Political Islam: Revolution, Radicalism, or Reform?
III. Conflating Religion, Race, and Conspiracy Theory

Week XII
November 10
Ashahed M. Muhammad, The Synagogue of Satan, Chapters 1 and 2
November 12
Andrew Carrington Hitchcock, The Synagogue of Satan, pps. 7-50
Week XIII
November 17
Muhammad, The Synagogue of Satan, chapters 3 and 4
November 19
Hitchcock, The Synagogue of Satan, pps. 99-150
Week XIV
November 24
In-class portion of Exam II 

Essay questions for Exam II will be distributed today.  They will be due December 9th at 4 p.m. in 234 Anderson.  You may not consult with another person or outside sources for the essay questions.  If you consult with another person, you will receive a failing grade for the class.
November 26
THANKSGIVING.  No class.


Reading Assignment:


Muhammad, The Synagogue of Satan, chapters 5 and 6


Hitchcock, pps. 150-200

IV. Conclusions
Week XV

December 1
Pappe, Chapters 10 and 11

December 3
Dershowitz, Chapter 30, 31, 32

Week XVI
December 8
Khalidi, Chapter 5



Conclusions



Essay questions for Exam II due today
