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Community Biogeography 2

Community Function, Succession, Paleoecology, Life 
Zones



Last Time
Å Continued: Pleistocene-Holocene large-mammal extinctions in the 

Americas and the Overkill Hypothesis
ïHuman impact on continental-scale biota
ïHuman impact on other biotas

Å Beginning of Community Biogeography
ïCommunity Definition
ïClements vs. Gleason; Superorganismvs. Individualistic
ïMetacommunities
ïCommunity structure

ÅComposition
ÅDiversity and Evenness
ÅBiomass
ÅSpatial ςsite, environmental gradient

ïCommunity function
ÅProductivity
ÅRespiration
ÅTrophicstructure and Energy Flow



This Time: Communities

ÅPhotosynthetically Active Radiation ςon 
request

ÅCommunity Function: Succession

ÅPaleoecology ReduxςDetail of migration

ÅLife Zones



Solar Radiation and Photosynthetically 
Active Radiation (PAR)


