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ÅIntroduction ïBiogeography?

ïThe Science of Biogeography

ÅMajor questions

ÅMethods

ïWhy Geography instead of Biology?

ÅThis Class ïthe Semester
ïObjectives

ïLogistics

ïEvaluation

ïSchedule

ÅReading: Chapter 1 & 2 in Lomolino et al.



Definition of Biogeography

ÅñGeography (geo, ñEarth,ò and grapheinñto 

writeò) is the science that studies the 

relationships among geographic areas, natural 

systems, society, cultural activities, and the 

interdependenceof these over space.ò R. Christopherson. 

2008. Geosystems. p. 2



Definition of Biogeography

ÅBiogeography: Describe and explain spatial 

patterns of biological diversity.

ïStudy of distributions of organisms, past and present 
(Lomolino et al. 2006. p 4)
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Definition of Biogeography

ÅBiogeography: Describe and explain spatial 

patterns of Earthôs biological diversity.

ïStudy of distributions of organisms, past and 

present (Lomolino et al. 2006. p 4)

ïñBiological Diversityò includes genes to 

communities and whole ecosystems

ïñSpatial Patternsò includes geographic variation 

at all scales

ïñEarthò includes terrestrial and aquatic/marine 

systems.



Major Questions of Biogeography: 

Extent of Study Area



Major Questions of Biogeography: 

Grain of Study Area

Tools of locations measurement, e.g. Landsat vs. Quickbird; GPS


