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GEO 4938/6938 Biogeography

Biogeographic Responses to Pleistocene 
Glaciation

Last Time

ÅThe Changing Earth Continued ςHistory of 
Plate Movements

ÅCh 9: Glaciationand Biogeographic Dynamics 
of the Pleistocene (last 1.8 million years)

ïPatterns of Global Climate

ïDrivers of Global Climate

ïGlaciation

This Time

ÅBiogeography in the News

ÅReprise of GlaciationEvents

ÅBiogeographic Responses to Glaciation

ïTerrestrial biota
Biogeography in the news
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Global air temperature
Sequence of glacial recession in North 

America since the LGM

White: Ocean
White/etched borders: Glaciers
Grey: Lakes
Stippled: nonglaciatedland

Glacial Retreat in 
Profile

http://iceagetrail.umaine.edu/content/iceageinmaine
/GlacialRetreat.php

http://gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/landscapes/details_e.
php?photoID=249

http://www.swisseduc.ch/glaciers/alps/steigletscher/stei
gletscher-94-06-icefall-en.html

Global Temperatures
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Most Recent Papers on Paleoclimatology Most Recent Papers on Paleoclimatology

Climate 
changes 
can 
happen 
very fast!

An Important 
Point

tƭǳǎΥ άΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
no modal 

condition for the 
past century, the 
past millenium, 
the Holocene, or 
ǘƘŜ vǳŀǘŜǊƴŀǊȅΦέ 

Jackson 2004 quoted in 

Lomolinoet al. 2006 p 287..

Glacial-margin Climate


