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                          Fall 2009
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        Phone: 352-642-6204
Webpage: http://jmaggio.typepad.com/no_call_me_jay/             
Email: jmaggio@ufl.edu

                             Office Hours: 4:00-5:30, M, W
Course Objectives: The course tries to accommodate several objectives. First and foremost it aims to provide students with an overview of some of the main traditions and themes in Western political theory/philosophy. Students will be exposed to some classic pieces in this field and will receive training in how to approach and work with theoretical and philosophical texts from various periods. Last but not least, in engaging with these texts the course attempts to tackle some of the fundamental questions (and some exemplary answers) that pervade the realm of politics: What is the purpose of government, what is the nature of democracy and how do individuals relate to the communities they live in? While we will start out by examining the answers of the various authors in the respective historical contexts, ultimately, the question is, to what extent these classic texts can still guide our perception of current political affairs and thereby assist us in understanding the world around us.
 

REQUIRED TEXTS (buy any edition available):

· The Politics – Aristotle
· Second Treatise on Government – John Locke

· Justice as Fairness – John Rawls

· The Marx - Engels Reader – J.K. Rowling (OK, no: It is by Marx & Engels, duh.)

· One-Dimensional Man – Herbert Marcuse

· Twilight of the Idols – Friedrich Nietzsche

· Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity – Richard Rorty

· The Human Condition – Hannah Arendt

· After Virtue – Alasdair MacIntyre 
· Various articles, essays, and ephemera that I provide for you.  
All of these books are ordered via the UF Bookstore.  However, you can get most of them VERY cheap used at Amazon.com or Half.com. If you have problems getting a book, or you find it is very expensive, please let me know.  A quick, unscientific, search of these vendors gives me the impression that no book should be over 10$ (plus s/h).  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

· Grading: Grades for the course will be determined by 3 things: Participation (attendance and pop quizzes) = 20% of grade; a midterm = 30% of grade; and an 8-10 page paper = 50% of grade.  I will take attendance every day, and have a pop quiz on the readings roughly once a week.  The pop quiz will be VERY easy if you have done the reading; the quizzes are meant as incentive to do the reading and NOT as a torture mechanism. The midterm will consist of short-answer questions and will take place in class on October 16.  I will make it clear what will be on it as the date approaches.  The final paper is due in class on Dec 11, 2009.  The highest grade a late paper can receive in the absence of a legitimate excuse is a “C+.”  An example of a legitimate excuse would be an illness for which you have a signed doctor’s note.  Please be aware: A “C+” is not the lowest grade a late paper can receive; it is the highest (i.e., it is the ceiling, not the floor).  Small parts of the paper will be due at various times throughout the semester.   For example, a topic and bibliography is due October 19.  An outline of the paper is due Nov 16.  People who come see me in my office hours and talk about class can earn up to 5 points of extra-credit.  One point for each time you stop by and have a substantive conversation.
· Paper:  The paper can be about any topic broadly related to political theory or political philosophy.  It should be 8-10 pages, standard double-spaced text, etc.  You should have as citations at least 3 peer-reviewed articles, and two university press books.  (I will clarify this in class.)  I am looking for an unique and interesting theoretical argument from you.  

· Attendance: It is obviously required.   Please don’t miss unless you have a good reason.  Attendance will be taken each day and factored into your participation grades.  I will be stricter about attendance after the mid-term because you are not directly tested on said material.  
· Reading: It is essential that you keep up with the assigned readings, otherwise it will be hard to follow in class. This is a reading-intensive class, and I do not apologize for the amount of reading.  That being said, I believe you will find that I am a fair grader, and I basically want you to expand your mind.  I am NOT trying to haze you; I just want you to react and interact with the texts.  Also, take into account that some of the texts are difficult, so you might need more time than normally for preparation. (Style-wise, in my opinion, the texts get more enjoyable after September.)
· Policy on Academic Integrity:  SHORT VERSION:  DON’T STEAL OTHER PEOPLE’S WORK. I CAN USE GOOGLE AS WELLL AS YOU CAN!  LONG VERSION:  All students will be held to the University of Florida Honor Code. Among other things, this means that cheating on exams is totally unacceptable, as is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is the act of portraying as your own the words or ideas of other people.  Examples include submitting entire papers, or portions of papers, that you did not write (e.g., old papers written by other students, new papers written by other students, papers which you paid a “research” service to write for you, papers or portions of papers downloaded from the Internet). Copying verbatim or paraphrasing any substantial portion of text by another author without acknowledging the source via quotation and/or footnotes is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is far easier to spot than you might think.  Do not ruin your experience in this or any other class by engaging in academic dishonesty. 

· Accommodations: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the Instructor when requesting accommodation.  Please come see me as soon as possible regarding this matter.
COURSE SCHEDULE:

Week 1 (8/24 – 8/28): Intro; Liberty, Government, and other stuff
Reading:  “On the Liberty of the Ancients As Opposed to the Moderns” by Benjamin Constant:  http://mises.org/story/2524

“Two Concepts of Liberty” by Isaiah Berlin – PDF available on my webpage
Week 2 (8/31 – 9/4): Intro to Intro:  Liberty, Government, and other stuff continued

NO CLASS ON WED 9/2 or FRI 9/4 due to Jay being in Toronto for APSA

“Heidegger on Freedom” by Leslie Paul Thiele – PDF on my webpage

Week 3 (9/9 – 9/11):  Aristotle and the Ancients (Part 1) 

NO CLASS ON 9/7, Labor Day

The Politics – Books I, III, and IV
Week 4 (9/14 – 9/18): Aristotle and the Ancients (Part 2)

The Politics – Books V, VI, and VII
Week 5 (9/21 – 9/25): John Locke and the Social Contract

Locke’s Second Treatise of Government (whole book; it is short)

Week 6 (9/28 – 10/2): Rawls and the Modern Social Contract

Rawls’ Justice as Fairness – Parts II and III
Week 7 (10/5 – 10/9): The Marxist Critique of Liberal Democracy

Marx’s On the Jewish Question, The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, and The Communist Manifesto 
Week 8 (10/12 – 10/16): Marcuse, or Marxism Strikes Back!

Marcuse’s One Dimensional Man – Chapters 1 – 4

MID-TERM ON 10/__(TBA)
Week 9 (10/19 – 10/23): The “Post-Modern” Critique:  The Granddaddy of Pomo, Nietzsche

Paper Topic and Bibliography Due: 10/19
Niezsche’s Twilight of the Idols (whole book; it is short)

Week 10 (10/26 – 10/30): American Flavored Pomo: Richard Rorty

Rorty’s Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity Chapters 1 – 4, 9
Week 11 (11/2 – 11/6): French Flavored Pomo: Michel Foucault

Foucault’s essays: Governmentality, Subect and Power, and some others.  (I will provide you with these readings—either a hard copy or a webpage link—some time in October.)
Week 12 (11/9 – 11/13): The Return of Virtue:  Hannah Arendt (part I)

Arendt’s The Human Condition, Sections 1 – 3 (or Chapters 1 – 17)
Week 13 (11/16 – 11/20): The Return of Virtue:  Hannah Arendt (part II)

Paper Outlines Due on 11/16
Arendt’s The Human Condition, Finish Text
Week 14 (11/23): TURKEY

Monday will be a “flex” day.  Attendance is required, but it will be to make up if we fall behind or to help on papers or review, etc.

Class is cancelled Wednesday before Thanksgiving.  Have a safe holiday weekend.  

Week 15 (11/30 – 12/4): Post-Virtue?  The Communitarian Critique of Modernity

Alasdair MacIntyre’s After Virtue, Chapters 1 – 10, 17 & 18

And Jay’s BIRTHDAY on the 2nd of December: Gifts are welcome!
Week 16 (12/7 – 12/11): Course Summary, Evaluation, Final Papers

Mon and Wed as “Flex” days; we will discuss issues with the papers.  12/11 final term-papers due. Bring me a hard copy in class.    

� Stolen from Thomas Biebricher
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