Central and Eastern Europe in the 18th and 19th Century

The Decline and Fall of the Habsburg Monarchy 

EUH 3330; Flint 11


Professor Alice Freifeld 

Tuesday 8&9th periods

Office hours: 
Tues. 11:30-1; 5-5:30; 

3p.m.-4:55p.m.



Thurs. 1:30-2:30; 3:30-4

Thursday 9th period


209 Keene-Flint



4:05-4:55p.m.


email:  freifeld@history.ufl.edu






392-0271 x246

Required Reading list

Ignacy Krasicki, The Adventures of Mr. Nicholas Wisdom
T.C.W. Blanning, Joseph II
Alan Sked,  The Decline and Fall of the Habsburg Empire, 1815-1918

Alice Freifeld, Nationalism and the Crowd in Liberal Hungary, 1848-1914
Carl E. Schorske, Fin-de-siècle Vienna

Joseph Roth, Radetzky March
Students are expected to purchase and read the books. Reading is central to this course. Habsburg history cannot be learned simply by surfing the net. The final research paper will entail additional reading of library books and journal articles available in the library. Scholarly articles and ebooks may also be used on the internet, but promotional/tourist websites are not research sources. 

Please keep your receipt for Nationalism and the Crowd in Liberal Hungary so that I may partially reimburse you for the purchase.

Assignments and grades:  Midterm, 10%, 5-page paper, 20%; 10-page paper, 40%;  final, 20%; participation and attendance, 10%.  Attendance is expected. 

Pop quizzes will be given if necessary to keep students reading and involved and attending. The instructor will adjust the percentages allocated to the midterm and final and participation grades to accommodate additional quiz grades. Severe absenteeism (3 or more classes) will result in a drop in the final grade. 

Students are expected to discuss their research paper topic with the instructor in advance.  Rewrites will be accepted, if the paper is turned in early enough to permit rewriting and grading of the paper.

A slightly revised version of one download or a couple strung together will not be accepted. Plagiarism is a serious offense, which will not be tolerated.

In writing papers, be certain to give proper credit whenever you use words, phrases, ideas, arguments, and conclusions drawn from someone else’s work.  Failure to give credit by quoting and/or footnoting is PLAGIARISM and is unacceptable. Please review the University’s honesty policy at http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm.

Please do not hesitate to contact the instructor during the semester if you have any individual concerns or issues that need to be discussed. Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students Office (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drp/).  The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation.

If you are a history major or minor, and wish to receive important announcements on courses, scholarships and awards at your email address, please sign on to the History Department listserv. Compose a message to: majordomo@clas.ufl.edu.  In the text of the message type the following: subscribe hist-ba@history.ufl.edu
Course Description


EUH 3330 fulfills the requirements for Historical and Philosophical Studies (H) and International studies and Diversity (I).  This course examines the political and cultural history of the Habsburg Monarchy, a multiethnic, religiously diverse empire in the heart of Europe, between Germany on its east and Russia to the west.  The area studied comprised present-day Austria, the Czech and Slovak Republics, Hungary, Croatia, and Slovenia, and parts of Poland, Romania, Serbia and Italy.  The Habsburgs were a Catholic dynasty, but their peoples included Protestants, Orthodox, Jews, and Muslims.

This course begins with the accession of Maria Theresa, the dynasty’s only female monarch and the challenge against her by Frederick the Great of Prussia. The themes of German rivalry, war preparedness, and modernization will be central in the course. The Monarchy will lead the coalition against Napoleon and conservative retrenchment under Metternich, but nationalism will fracture Austro-Hungary. As political power declined Austria and its peoples produced one of the most remarkable cultural and intellectual flowerings of the modern period.

Schedule of Classes:

This is the course plan for the semester.  It is subject to change at any time at the discretion of the instructor.
I.

8/25 

Introduction

II

8/30 & 9/1
The Land and the Peoples

Reading: Blanning, Ch. 1

III

9/6 & 9/8
From Baroque to Enlightenment

Maria Theresa versus Frederick the Great

Reading: Blanning, Ch. 2

IV

9/13 

Diplomatic and Bureaucratic Reforms 
9/15

The Polish Partitions

Reading: Krasicki; Blanning, Ch. 3-4

V


9/20

Joseph II and the Crisis for Reform 

Discussion of Krasicki and Blanning

9/22

Austria and the French Revolution

Reading: Complete Krasicki; Blanning, Ch. 5-6

Krasicki/Blanning paper due
VI 



9/27 

Metternich vs. Napoleon

The Congress of Vienna

9/29

Romanticism and the Nationalist Awakening

Reading: Sked, Ch. 1

VII

10/4 &
10/6 

The Challenge of Liberal Nationalism 

1848, Revolutions of Vienna, Prague, and Budapest

Reading: Sked, Ch. 2-3; Freifeld, Ch. 3, 45-58

VIII

10/11
Hungarian War of Independence

Revolutionary Defeat & Neo-Absolutism 

10/13
Franz Joseph on Tour From Diplomatic to Military Defeat 

Reading: Sked, Ch. 3-4; Freifeld, Ch. 4-5

IX

10/18 Austro-Prussian War
Dualism, Centralism, Federalism

10/20
 Coronation: Elisabeth and Celebrity Monarchism

Reading: Freifeld, Ch. 7; Sked, Ch. 5, 187-197


X

10/25 
Viennese Facade & the Dead-end of Austrian Liberalism 

Austria in the Great Depression 

10/27 
Politics in a Sharper Key

Reading: Schorske, Ch. 2-3

XI

11/1 
midterm

11/3
library tour

Bibliography and paper topic proposals due 11/8

Reading: begin Roth

XII

11/8 
Tiszaeszlar: Anti-Semitism and the birth of Zionism

Freud and the Family

Sign up sheets for required meeting to discuss paper

11/10
 Klimt 

Schorske, Ch. 4-5 Schorske; Freifeld, Ch. 8


XIII 

11/15
Nationality Problems 

The Urban Crowd

11/17
The Balkan Crisis

Reading: Sked, 239-245, Freifeld Ch. 9

XIV

11/22
Movie: Colonel Redl
11/24
Thanksgiving

Reading: Complete Roth

XV

11/29
Outbreak of World War I

1916: Kaiser Karl the “Perhapsburg

10 page research paper due
12/1:  Denouement

Reading: Complete Roth and Sked; Freifeld, Ch. 10

XVI

12/6:  
Review

Final exam: December 15 12:30-2:30  

No make ups for final exam

