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Sebastian Rotella is an international investigative correspondent for the Los Angeles Times. He has served 

as bureau chief in Paris and Buenos Aires, and covered the U.S.-Mexico border and beats in Southern 
California. He is the author of “Twilight on the Line: Underworlds and Politics at the U.S.-Mexico Border,” 
which was named a New York Times notable book in 1998.  

 
Sebastian Rotella was named a Pulitzer finalist in international reporting in 2006 for his coverage of 

Muslims in Europe, which won the Peter Weitz prize from the German Marshall Fund. He has also won the 
Maria Moors Cabot Medal for career Latin American coverage from the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism and honors from the Overseas Press Club, Harvard University and the Inter-American 
Press Association. His articles about the Mexican border inspired songs on the Bruce Springsteen album The 
Ghost of Tom Joad. He is a graduate of the University of Michigan and a native of Chicago.�
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Fernando Cepeda Ulloa is currently the Colombian ambassador to France. He has been Ambassador in 
Canada and in the United Kingdom; Colombian Permanent Representative before the United Nations;  
Minister of Government, of Communications, and Plenipotentiary Minister in Washington and Business 
Responsible; Vice-minister for Economic Development; Chancellor in charge and Vice-chancellor of the 
Universidad de los Andes; Director and Professor, Department of Political Science; and Director of the Centre 
for International Studies.  
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Libération was founded by Jean-Paul Sartre in 1973. The newspaper stopped being published in February 
1981, and resumed in May of that year under a new format. ���.������ �������������
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“Current NATO Political Issues”  
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 “The Perspective of the U.S. Mission to NATO”  
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“An Introduction to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly”  
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“The EU and Institutions” 
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“Erasmus Mundus Program” 
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“Education and Culture Policies” 
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The European Commission is independent of national governments. Its job is to represent and uphold 
the interests of the EU as a whole. It drafts proposals for new European laws, which it presents to the 
European Parliament and the Council. It is also the EU’s executive arm. It is responsible for implementing the 
decisions of Parliament and the Council. That means managing the day-to-day business of the European 
Union: implementing its policies, running its programmes and spending its funds. 

Like the Parliament and Council, the European Commission was set up in the 1950s under the EU’s founding 
treaties. 
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The European Parliament is the only directly-elected body of the European Union. The 785 Members 
of the European Parliament are elected once every five years by voters right across the 27 Member States of 
the European Union on behalf of its 492 million citizens. 

The Parliament organizes its work through a system of specialized committees. The work of the 
European Parliament is important because in many policy areas, decisions on new European laws are made 
jointly by Parliament and the Council of Ministers, which represents Member States. 

Parliament plays an active role in drafting legislation which has an impact on the daily lives of its 
citizens: for example, on environmental protection, consumer rights, equal opportunities, transport, and the 
free movement of workers, capital, services and goods. Parliament also has joint power with the Council over 
the annual budget of the European Union 
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The European Court of Human Rights is an international court based in Strasbourg. It consists of a 
number of judges equal to the number of member States of the Council of Europe that have ratified the 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms – currently forty-five.  
 

The Court’s judges sit in their individual capacity and do not represent any State. In dealing with 
applications, the Court is assisted by a Registry consisting mainly of lawyers from all the member States (who 
are also known as legal secretaries). They are entirely independent of their country of origin and do not 
represent either applicants or States.��
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   The OECD also shares expertise and exchanges views with more than G**� ������ ���	������
�	
����	����� , from Brazil, China, and Russia to the least developed countries in Africa.�
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 “An Introduction to UNESCO”�
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